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Catile  on  farms  * 


Beef  (S*  veal 
produced 


Beef  and  veal  output  lagged  behind 
population  growth  until  this  past  year. 
But  with  a  sharp  28  percent  increase 
in  1953  it  caught  up  with  and  surpassed 
the  population  trend,  exceeding  even  the 
rather  high  1900-09  ratio  to  population. 
Beef  consumption  per  person  for  the 
year,  at  75  pounds,  was  the  highest  in 


54  years  of  record. 

Beef  output  in  1954  will  not  continue 
as  high  as  in  1953  but  will  be  larger 
than  in  other  years.  So  long  as  con- 
sumers' incomes  stay  high  the  pro- 
spective output  wiU  allow  a  modest  im- 
provement in  cattle  prices  but  no  return 
to  1951-52  levels. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 
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THE    LIVESTOCK    AND    MEAT  SITUATION 


Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  December  28,  1953 


SWARY 

Production  of  meat  this  winter  is  expected  to  be  moderately  smaller 
than  last  winter.    Fewer  cattle  and  lambs  are  on  feed  and  hog  slaughter 
will  be  down.    The  number  of  hogs  still  on  farms  from  the  spring  pig  crop 
is  less  than  usual  because  the  crop  was  small  and  marketings  were  early. 
Also,  the  supply  of  hogs  for  mid -winter  slaughter  from  the  summer  pig 
crop  will  be  below  last  year  as  the  number  of  pigs  raised  last,  summer  was 
down  from  a  year  earlier.    In  addition,  stocks  of  meat  in  cold  storage 
are  smaller  than  a  year  ago. 

Prices  of  meat  animals  will  probably  reflect  the  reduced  supplies 
©f  meat.    Prices  of  finished  cattle  of  the  higher  grades  seem  likely  at 
least  to  hold  their  present  level  this  winter.    Their  seasonal  decline  is 
not  likely  to  begin  until  later  than  usual  this  year- -perhaps  in  the  spring. 
Last  winter,  fed  cattle  prices  declined  sharply  beginning  in  early  Jacary. 
Prices  of  lambs  this  winter  are  expected  to  hold  up  or  increase  and  may 
at  times  exceed  the  prices  of  last  winter.    Prices  of  hogs  in  late  December 
were  $i4-,00  per  100  pounds  above  their  mid -November  low  and  were  $6,00  higher 
than  at  the  sane  time  last  year.    Hog  prices  will  likely  retain  a  substan- 
tial increase  over  last  winter. 

The  decline  in  meat  output  will  be  temporary.    The  year's  total 
production  will  again  be  high  in  19^h,    Beef  output  for  195^  is  expected 
to  recede  from  the  1953  record  but  will  be  large.    Cattle  numbers  on  farms 
January  1,  195^  probably  were  only  a  little  below  the  93.7  million  of 
January  1953^  indicating  a  continued  large  capacity  for  annual  beef  pro- 
duction.   Hog  production  is  on  the  increase.    Though  9  percent  fewer  pigs 
were  saved  this  past  fall  than  in  the  previous  fall,  farmers'  intentions 
December  1  were  for  a  6  percent  increase  in  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow 
spring  pigs.    Hog  slaughter  will  probably  begin  to  exceed  a  year  earlier 
sometime  after  mid -year. 

For  193^  as  a  whole,  the  prospect  is  for  total  meat  production  to 
be  a  little  below  1953  but  larger  than  in  any  other  recent  year.    The  re- 
duction from  1953  is  expected  to  be  confined  to  the  early  months.    In  the 
second  half,  output  will  probably  equal  that  of  the  past  year. 

Prices  of  cattle,  assuming  continued  high  consumer  demand  for  meat 
and  no  marked  liquidation  of  herds,  may  show  a  modest  Improvement  in  195^ 
over  1953.  Prices  of  hogs  will  probably  be  somewhat  lower  next  fall  than 
the  favorable  prices  of  this  fall. 
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;,    „  ".-  OUTLOOK.  .  .'  / 

Meat  Output  this  Winter 
to  be  Below  Last  Winter 

Total  production  of  red  meat  this  vinter  "i's  expected  to  "be  ho  larger 
than  last  winter  and  probably  will  be  moderately  smaller.    Prospects  indi- 
cate less  fed  beef  and  only  a  little  more  of  all  beef,  less  lamb,  and  less 
pork  tban  a  year  ago. 

'■■ ■■  In  each  month  from  July  to  UovemiDer,  '?:;|iip'ments  of  fee'der  ..c.^ttle  into 
the  Corn  Be;i,t  were  beiow  a  ,year  ear lierV .  Only  in  December  'dii,d\sHipmeht3^ 
begin  to  exceed  those  bf  the  previoi^^^  ye:a,r."  ^The.' total  feduct.iori; f or  July- 
Kovember  was  20  percent.    The  nimber  of  cattle  oh  feed  January  X;  3-95'^ 
probably  was  not  dom  by  .so  great  a  percentage  ]Decaus.e  larger  nmber's'jQ'f ! 
Ibcaiiy.  produced  feeders,  ^p?.hg  ipto  feedlots  helped'  to  hold  up  the  tq^al 
number  fed.    And  the  hiuiiber' oh  feed  this'  Jamiary .  1  was  large,  compare.d  .Kith 
any  other  January  number  except  the  record  of  iasf  year,  "  But  the  supply  of 
fed  cattle  for  slaughter  this  winter  will  nevertheless  show  a,  .reduction  from 
last  T'Tinter.    (The  report'  pf.  cattle  oh  feed  January  1,  195^+  ^Till  "be  rel^fised 
January^  13) . '  ;        '      .     .  .     .  '  .   .  ' .  , 

.  financial  losses  of  f eede.rs  last  season  vere'  largely  responsible'  "for 
the' fewer' cattle  being  placed  on  feed  this  past;  fall,    Hpwever,  by  late  fall 
feeders 'appeared  to  regain  confidence  in  the'  putlpok  for  profits  in  feeding, 

.At  the  same  time  demand' revived' for' cattle  to  , go  on  the  improved  wheat  . 

'p^stur'es  and  shipment's  of  feeder  and' stocker  cattle  in  Pec.ember  began  to. 
'exceed  the 'comparable  1952  rate.  Their  prices  mpved,  up  to' $2.00  pr- morp. 
per  100  pounds  above  their  October  lows. 

Slaughter  of  Non-fed  '  ,  ...  '    .      .  '    '     '  .■  • 

,  .Cb,ttle  to  be  Rather  Large  .'  . 

Although  fewer  fed  cattle  -tdLll.  be' slaughtered  this  winter,  slaughter 
of  all  other  cattle  may' be  largef*  than  la^t  winter.  Total  cattle  slaughter 
--fed  and  non-fed  combined --will  likely  "be  up  a  little  from  a  year  ago. 

Much  of  the  increase  in  non-fed  cattle  slaughter  will  be  in  cows. 
Slaughter  of ' cows  was  still  relatively  small  last  winter  and  spring, . aver- 
aging only  28  percent  above  the  preceding  jear  from  January  to  July.  But 
slaughter  of  cows  during, the  fall  Increased  faster  than  usual  and  from  July 
tci 'November  averaged  k"^  percent  above  a  year  earlier.    (See  table  1.)  Con- 
tinuing at  a  higher  rate,  cow . slaughter  this  winter  is  .expected  to  be  some- 
what greater  than  last  winter.  •        .  •  '  .....  .. 

Slaughter  of  grass  steers  and  heifers  could  b?  up  a  .bit  from  last 
winter,  depending  on  how  many  producers  in  areas  with.adequate  fe.^d  chose 
to  hold  for  the  winter  market  rather  than  sell  at  low  prices  of  last  fall. 

Calf  slaughter  increased  considerably  in' 1953.    It  will  proba'bly 
stay  fairly  large. 
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Table  1.-  Cattle  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection,  "by  class, 
by  months,  1951,  1952  and  1953  1/ 


Number 


HKS  X  X  0  X  0 

\/  •  J  w  0 

Month 

•  -i-yjj 

♦  ^yJ'- 

•  x^^x 

•  1  Q'^P 

•  ^yj<- 

•  1Q51 

•  x^>x 

X ,  OUvJ 

^  nnn 

X ,  \J\J\J 

T  nnn 

1  nnn 

1  nnn 

1  nnn 

•     Vl  O  Q  ^ 

In  0  Q  H 

Vi  A  Q 

Vt  A  0 

V|  tfa  Q  ^ 

XXoaU. 

lit?  CLvX 

f,C)C) 

T  7Q 
X  ( y 

XJU 

l4l 

XHX 

jy^ 

4m 

*+■  WX 

X  c  u  • 

*+  f  D 

XD^ 

1  pp 

115 

PA7 

PSP 

P70 

i  iCLx  • 

>  1  ^ 

x;;  J 

XX  [ 

1  07 

£.UX 

'^px  « 

-^J  J 

±yd 

1  np 

AQ 
oy 

■?")4 

PPl 

Pk5 

Vw  C 

J  Vi/ 

IPP 

7Q 

j-i-y 

254 

2?8 

June 

:  89Q 

560 

463 

135 

87 

85 

371 

271 

183 

duxy 

XDP 

1  no 
xuy 

07 

4^1 

'+JX 

■51  4 

JX4 

P^7 

Alio 

6lk 

511 

178 

110 

101 

492 

364 

387 

Sept,  : 

781 

621 

kkl 

189 

123 

86 

618 

1+17 

377 

•  752 

660 

hkS 

219 

145 

103 

755 

525 

527 

Nov. 

693 

516 

1+79 

183 

131 

98 

690 

462 

502 

Dec . 

635 

519 

11+3 

99 

437 

350 

Perc£ntaffe.  of  .total  cattle  slau^^hte  red 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

tJan. 

51+. 0 

51+. 7 

50.3 

13.6 

11.9 

12.1 

29.7 

30.5 

31+. 6 

Feb, 

59.1 

59.5 

53.6 

14.1 

12.4 

13.0 

24.5 

25.6 

30.4 

61.7 

58.8 

59.3 

11.8 

12.6 

11.1 

23c7 

25,8 

27.1 

63. 

62. 

59.6 

11.1 

10.9 

10.0 

22.2 

23.5 

27.4 

63.5 

61.6 

63.9 

9.1 

8.8 

8.0 

23.7 

25.2 

24.1 

June  ; 

61. 

58.0 

61. U 

9.3 

9.0 

10.8 

25.6 

28.1 

23.3 

Julv  ! 

56.7 

57.0 

55.2 

11.0 

9.9 

10.5 

28.8 

28.5 

29.0 

Aug.  : 

51.8 

51+. 1 

1+3.0 

11.9 

9.7 

9.5 

32.9 

32.1 

36.4 

Sept.  : 

1+7.5 

51.1 

46.1 

11.5 

10.1 

9.0 

37.6 

31+. 3 

39.1+ 

Oct.  : 

i+2.2 

1+7.5 

39.1 

12.3 

10.4 

9.0 

42.4 

37.8 

46.2 

Nov.  ; 

1+3.1 

i+i+.8 

42.7 

11.4 

11.4 

8.7 

42.9 

40.1 

44.7 

Dec.  ; 

50.7 

52.0 

11.4 

9.9 

3I+.9 

35.1 

1/  Number  of  bulls  and  stags  not  shown. 


Compiled  from  Market  News,  Livestock  Division,  AI^. 
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Lamb  Feeding;  Also  r  ■ 

Less  than  Last  Year      .  ■  , 

Fewer  lamba  are  "being  fed  this  winter  than  last.  Unsatisfactory- 
prof  its  the  last  two  feeding  seasons  and  poor  proapeats  for  wheat  pastures 
early  in  the  fall  were  reasons  for  reduced  feeding.    As  pastures  improved, 
shipments  of  lambs  .to  pasture  areas  vere  speeded  but  not  enough  to  lift 
the  total  yolume  of  feeding  to  last  winter's  scale. 

S-pring  Pif^B  M|irkete,d  Early ;  i  . 

Small  Carryover  into  19^ U 

■  Farmers  apparently  marketed  their  spring  pigs  at  younger  age  In  1953 
than  ever  before.    Hogs  were  sold  ae  soon  as  they  reached  light  slaughter 
weights  which  they  attained  unusually  early.    All  hogs  (including  sows)  ■  ' ' 
slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  averaged  only  225  pounds  in  September, 
the  lightest  average  for  the  month  since  1936. 

•That  marketings  were  earlier  in  1953  than  in  1952,  also  an  early 
marketing  year,  may  be  seen  from  data  on  slaughter  by  months.  Although 
the  total  spring  pig  crop  was  11  percent  smaller  than  the  1952  spring  crop, 
the  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  from  August  through 
November  was  w^-thin  6  percent  of  last  year.    But  in  December,-  weekly 
slaughter  dropped  to  around  30  percent  below  the  large  slaughter  of  De- 
cember 1952,  ,  ,  ■  .  •■ 

With  many  spring  pigs  already  slaughtered,  considerably  fewer 
rema^ined  ' f or  shipment  after  January  1.    On  December  1  the  number  of  hogs 
over  6 months  old  on  farms  was  reported  to  be  nearly  a  fifth  smaller  than 
the  previous  December,    For  barrows  and  gilts  alone  the  reduction  was 
probably  more  than  one -fifth.  January  numbers  probibly  v/ere  down  as  much, 

Meat  Stocks  Lowest       .  \ 

■  in  2.  Years       -  /     .        '  ,  ■ 

Stocks  of  meat  :J.n  cold  storage  at  the  beginning,  of  195^  were' not 
large.     On  December  1^  holdings  of  beef  wore  11  percent  below  the  same 
date  of  1952  and  those , of  pork. were  off  17  percent.    Stocks  of. ell  »eat, 
at  601  million  pounds,  were  13  percent  below  a. year  earlier  and  the 
smallest  for  the  date  since  December,  1950.^ 

A  smaller  supply  of  m.eat  for  consumption  this  winter  would  reverse- 
the  trend  of  1953^  when  supplies  and  consumption  of  beef,  veal,  lamb  and 
total  red  meat  Increased  a  great  deal.     (See  table  2. ) 

Lower  I'feat  Output  to  Give   :  .  ■  >  •  ' 

Support  to  Prices 

Since  total  meat  production  will  drop  off,  prices  of  meat  animals 
are  likely  to  show  strength  this  winter.    Prices  of  hogs  will  be  in  best 
position.    In  late  December,  they  already  had  risen  $i+.00  per  100  pounds 
from  their  mid-N^^vember  low  and  were  $6,00  above  prices  at  the  end  of 
1952.    Hog  prices  will  probably  retain  an  appreciably  higher  level  than 
last  winter. 
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Prices  of  fed  cattle  cf  top  grades  also  will  probably  stay  atr  late- 
1953  levels  and  might  edge  upward.  Prices  of  lower  grade . cattle,  stand  ■  ^ 
less  chance  of  any  sizable  increase  soon,  inasmuch  as  slaughter  of  all 
kinds  of  unfinished  or  .half -finished  cattle  wil],  be  relatively  larger  than 
that  of  highly  finished,  cattle.  Spreads  between  prices  by  glides  will 
likely  continue  wide«  However,  as  spring  approaches  the  demand  for  cattle 
to  go  on  grass  will  probably  gise'bfenefi-t  to  prdceS  of .lovsrl. grade  cattle. 

Prices  for  lambs  SQem  likely  to  ma.ke  scv^q  seasonal  increase  and.  may. 
at  times  equal  or  exceed  those  of  last_wlQter ». .  .   i.  .  •  • 

Table  2\~  Meat  consumpiion  per  person  by  quarter,  years,  :  ■ :.  .-;•>•; 

1950  to  date 


• 

»      Lamb,  .. 

:  •  Totali 

.  Uc^l 

»  veax 

•           Q  m 

• 

;       red  ■. 

£  UUJUUD 

-  "P  An  n  e 

IT  V  UiiU  D 

1  Q 

J: «  U  . 

XO • a  - . 

Apr, -June  ' 

:  15.^' 

2,0.  . 

i.o"::: 

16,3  • 

.  -:3^.T^ 

July -Sept. 

:  .16„0 

2.1 

.  l.Q 

ii+.8  .■ 

■■■■^  .  33.9:^ 

•  '     1  q  ^ 
>       Jfj  •  y . 

Year 

►  fi? 

'       '-"^  •  ✓  •  . 

7  Q 
r- .      ,  •.  ,10?.  .. 

1  ko  k/  • 

• 

V  au  •  -riar « 

ill  k 

.9 

10, ±  r 

•■.  "SS.O 

Apr . -June 

;     13.1  ' 

'  1.5  .. 

.  .8  ■ 

16.9  . 

•  32.3 

July -Sept. 

Ik,  2 

■  1.8. 

.8 

16.1 .... 

:  ..•:-32.9- 

Oct. -Dec,  J 

13.5  . 

i,r 

'■■  . "  .9' 

.  19-5  • 

35 . -6- 

Year  : 

:  .   55.2  . 

;  3.5 

.135.8. 

1952  i 

Jan, -Mar.  ; 

Ik.l' 

.  ...1.5 

.  1.0  ■ 

19.2 

. '  .  :36  .0 

Apr . -June  ; 

■  1:5 

1.0. 

16.9 

33.9 

July -Sept .  J 

16  .,2 

2.0 

1.0 

16,0 

35.2 

Oct. -Dec,  : 

16.2  . 

2,1 

1.1 

•  19.5-.r/ 

:  38.9 

Year  : 

61.2  ■ 

•-7.1 

,  FT'  ; 

^  7r3-r. 

■•. .  ihk.o  . 

1953  i 

Jan , -Mar .  ; 

17..  5  '■' 

•1,8 

1.2" ' 

17.9  7^ 

■  /•38-v' 

Apr . -June  : 

18.9 

2.2 

1.1 

IU.9 

37.1 

July-Sept.  : 

20,1  . 

2.7 

1,1 

13.8       .  . 

.  .  .  37  .'8 

Oct. -Dec,  : 

u  •  ■  ?/ 

Year 

1/  Excluding"  lard /  — — -  _^     _  ___ 

2/  Total  red  meat  cotisiiiripticn  in  the  fourth  quarter  of .  1953  :yas- probably 
up  a  little  frcan  the  same  period  of  1952  but  by  a  smaller  gain  than  re.g- 
Istered  for.'  other  quarters.    Data  for- the  fourth  quarter^  when-- available, 
will  probably  lift  the  1953  total  a  little  above  the  preliminary  estimate  •: 
of  151  pounds.  '      '  "  .... 
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Winter  Reduction  •  Itt'  Mgat' Outpilti  '  "  • 

Temporary;  195^  Total  tOvbe  High      •  ;  ,;  •  ^ 

The.vlnter  reduction  In  meat  supplies  will  be  teinporary,;  Price,  ' 
strength  resulting  from  it  "would  prohably  proviS  unreliable  as  an  indicator 
of  general  levels  to  he  ex£)ected  the  next  year  or  two.  . 

The  livestock  industry  has  been  built  .up  to  a  big  production  capa- 
city.   Total  meat ; output  will  probably  continue  fairly  large.    For  195^ 
it  will  be  only  moderately  below  1953^  and 'will  be  larger  than  in  any 
other  peacetime  year.    The  reduction  will  be  largely  confined  to  the  first 
half  of  the  year;  meat  output  in  the  second  half  promises  to  be  fully  ae 
large  as  in  the  pame  period  of-  1953*  •    ■  - 

Production  of  beef  In  195^  is  likely  to  be  only  moderately  smaller 
than  the  record  output  of  1953*    The  prospective  small  decrease  will  partly 
reflect  the  mox3er ate' reduction  in  cattle  numbers  oh  farms  January  1,  195^ 
that  is  likely* to  be  reported  in  the  livestock  numbers  report  to  be  released 
February  12.    Cattle  slaughter  was  extremely  large  in  1953*    Starting  upward 
in  the  fall  of  1952,  slaughter  in  every  month  of  1953  except  January  set  a 
new  high  record  for"  the  month.    Although  the  major  factor  causing  ihe  large 
slaughter  was  the  big  buildup  in- numbers  on  farms  in  previous  years,, 
drought  in  wide  areas  of  the  country  added  to  the  slaughter  rate,  partic- 
ularly late  in  the  year.    Weekly  slaughter  of  cattle  under  Federal  Inspec-  ■ 
tlon  in  November  and  up  to  the  holidays  in  December  continued  close  to  the 
seasonal  peak  rate  reached  in  October. 

While  Inventory  numbers  of  cattle  and  calves  at  the  beginning  o;f  .  | 
195^  apparently  were  somewhat  lower  than  a  year  earlier,  no  large  scale 
liquidation  is  expected  during  the  year*  Onl^if  caused  by  widespread 
severe  drought  or  sharp  business  recession  w6uld  a  large  reduction 'in  cattle 
numbers,  be  likely  during  195^.    The  prospect  is  for  production  of  beef  the 
next  year  or  two  to  stay  at  a  level  that  would  provide  around  TO  pounds 
consumption  per  person.    This  would  be  less  than  the  75  pounds  consumed  in.-. 
1953  but.  more  than  the  53  pounds  average    in  the  1930'b  or  the  '60  pounds  in 
the  r9l+0.'s.  V-   •  /  '  .  •  •      ..  > 

Production  of  Ikmb  and  mutton  in  195l*":vill  likely  be  smaller*  than  in; 
1953*    The  llf  percent  increase  in' the  number  bf  sheep  and  lambs  slaughtered 
in  1953  points  to  a  small  reduction  in  the  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  on 
farms  January  1,  195^.    This  will  probably  be  followed  by  a  decrease  in  the 
number  slaughtered  in '195*4-.  ' .  ■  ': 

The  195**-  total  production  of  pork  is  expected  to  be  somewhat  belov 
1953  production.    However,  a  marked  change  will  take  place  during  the  yes^r, x 
Production  in  early  months  will  be  considerably  below  a  year  earlier.  After 
mid -year  output  will  about  equal  that  of  1953  and  in  ending  months  it  will, 
exceed  a  yeex  earlier.    These  changes  will  result  from  the  increase  taking- 
place  in  the  number- of  hogs  produced.  .  •  ••  -        •  ;  ^ 

.    The  fall  pig  criSip  6f  -1953,  reported,  at  31.9' million  pigs,  was  9. per-  • 
cent  smaller  than' the  1952' fall  crop.    Every  region  had  a  reducliion.-  Regions 
outside  the  Corn  Belt  were  down  15  percent  on  the  average,  while  the  Com 
Belt  reduced  6  percent,    (See  tables  3  and  k,) 
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Table  3.-  Number  of  sows  farrowing,  pigs  saved  and  pigs  saved  per  litter,  spring 
and  fall  pig  crops,  United  States,  by  regions,  19h6  to  date 


Sfsring  pig  Crop. 


Year  . 

!       North  ! 

North  Central 

:      South   "  '. 

Soutb 

Western 

United 

:  Atlantic 

East 

;  West 

••  Atlantic  ! 

Central 

States 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands  Thousands 

Thousjuids 

Thousands 

Sows  farrowing 

19U8 
19h9 
1950 
1951 
1952 

1953  1/  ■ 
195U  V 

153 
165 
1U5 
153 
157 
136; 
122  . 

2,111 
2,39li 
2,55U 
2,625 
2,hh2 
■2,251 
.2,357 

3,7i8 
U,319 
li,568 
U,855 

u,oia 

3,6^6 
3^895 

668 
633 
631 
683 
721 
59'' 
611 

987 
1,053 
1,0U8 
1,026 
90U 
603 
653 

256 
256 
228 
2U9 
215 

Ihh 

157 

7,833 

8,020 

9,m 

9,591  ■ 
8,li60  • 
7,377 
7,795 

Piga  saved 


1,010 
1,107 
920 
1,016 
1,072 
■  9^2 


11,052 
15,909 
16,177 
17,238 
l6",Ji21 
1^,53U 


2U,062 
27,835 
28,905 
31,U63 
26,99li 
2U,955 


3,71it 
3,909 
^,971 
U,273 
h,601 
3,910 


6,030 
6,570 
6,53U 
6,h30 
•5,-8U6 
.3,9U7 


1,600 
1,639 
l,U2e 
1,587 
1,336 
9U9 


Pigs  saved  per  litter 


Fall  Pig  Crop 


Thousands 
"125  

123 

119 

126 

118 
56 


.  ThousaniSs" 
1,609 
1,800 
1,970  , 
1,991 
1,781 
1,672 


 Sows  farrowing  

Thousands       Thousands  Thousantfs" 

"9011 


1,690 
1,911 
2,183 
2,237 
1,976 
1,8U2 


565 
561 
610 
555 
U63 


951 
92li 
879 
68U 
57U 


Thousands 
190 
I8fi 
166 
189 
11x3  . 
115 


W 
831 
815 
872 
818 
661 


10,917 
11,925 
13,289 
13,3l;6 
11,972 
11,290 


il,l8U 
12,69U 
lii,i^7U 
li4,690 
13,252 
12,310 


Pigs  saved 


"37IIF2 
3,531 
3,552 
3,968 
3,559 
3,076 


5,717 
6,059 
5,998 
5,70U 
h,k20 
3,788 


1,223 
1,235 
1,076 
l,22li 
.  9U0 
757 


50,li68 
56,969 
57,935 
62,007 
56,270 
50,237 
52,000 


Number 

Number 

Nuaber 

Number  .  ... 

Number 

Nun^er 

Number 

19ii8 

6.58 

6.6^ 

6.u7 

6.11 

6.11 

6.26 

6.Uli 

19U9  ■ 

6,73 

6.65 

6. lilt 

6.17 

6.2li 

6.39  . 

6.li6 

1950 

6»36 

6.33 

6.33 

6.29 

6.23 

6.26 

6.31 

1951 

:  6.63 

6.57 

6.U8 

6.26 

6.27 

6.36 

6.U7 

1952 

6.83 

6.7? 

6.66 

6.33 

.  6.U7 

6.23 

6,6U 

1953  1/ 

:  6.92 

6.90 

6.8U 

6.55 

6.55 

6.59 

6.81 

19 5U  7/  . 

; 

6.65 

Thousands 
5,070 
5,568 
5,923 
6,032 
5^257 
li,762 


33,358 
36,275 
39,li0U 
39-,80U 
•3U,96l 
31,882 


liu-nber 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

19U8 

6.86 

6.78 

6.^2 

6,27 

6.32 

6.^8 

191*9 

6.77 

6.62. 

6.5U 

6.25 

6,37 

6.55 

6.52 

1950 

6.33 

6.7U 

6.72 

6,33 

6.U9 

6.50 

6.65 

1951 

6.92 

6.70 

6.57 

6,51 

6.U9 

6.U7 

6.60 

1952 

6.97 

6.72  • 

6.71 

6.ia 

6.1i6 

6.56 

6.65 

1953  V 

6.91 

6.75 

6.68 

6,65 

6.60 

6.58 

6.70 

1/  Preliminary. 

1/  Number  Indicated  to  farrow  from  breeding  intentions  as  of  December  1,  1953.  Average  number  of  pigs  per 
Titter  with  allowance  for  trend  used  to  calculate  indicated  number  of  pigs  saved. 
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Table  k.-  Number  of  sows  farrowing  and  percentage  distribution  by  months, 
fall  season,  United  States,  19^8  to  date 

 Number  of  sows  farrowing  


Year        *    June     •    July    *    Aug.     *  Sept.     '    Oct.     *    Nov.     *  Total 


Thousand  Thousand  Thousand  Thousand  Thousand  Thousand  Thousand 


19^8  :  ,727  '570  985'  1,525  871  392  5,070 

19^9  :  731  618  1,172  1,760  901  386  5,568 

1950  :  710  610  1,285  1,891  l,00i^  U23  5,923 

1951  :  819  673  1,350  1,827  987  376  6,032 

1952  :  809  658  1,209  1,559  73^  288  5,257 

1953  :  685  626  1,199  1,321  6)+7  28i^  l+,762 


 Percentage  of  total  sows  farrowing  

Percent    Percent    Percent    Percent    Percent    Percent  Percent 


19^8  : 

lh,3 

11.3 

19.h 

30.1 

17.2 

1.1 

100.0 

19i^9 

13.1 

11.1 

21.1 

31.6 

16.2 

6.9 

100,0 

1950  : 

12.0 

10.3 

21.7 

31.9 

17.0 

7.1 

100.0 

1951  ; 

13.6 

11.1 

22A 

30.3 

16. U 

6.2 

100.0 

1952  : 

15. i+ 

12.5 

23.0 

29.6 

ll^.O 

5.5 

100.0 

1953 

13.1 

25.2 

27.7 

13.6 

6.0 

100.0 

Fall  pigs  are  marketed  from  February  to  early  August.    Late  in  this 
period,  possibly  after  mid-year,  hog  slaughter  is  likely  to  rise  from 
below  to  above  the  corresponding  1953  slaughter  rate. 


Farmers'  withholding  of  both  gilts  and  sows  for  breeding  will  help 
to  hold  hog  slaughter  this  winter  and  spring  below  a  year  earlier. 

Hog  production  is  now  on  the  increase.    Farmers  reported  December  1 
that  they  intended  to  have  6  percent  more  sows  farrow  spring  pigs  this 
year  than  last.    At  an  average  size  litter,  the  number  of  pigs  would  rise 
U  percent  to  52  million.    All  regions  except  the  North  Atlantic  reported 
a  prospective  increase  in  spring  farrowlngs.    In  the  Com  Belt  the  increase 
is  the  same  as  the  United  States  average — 6  percent. 

The  52  million  spring  pigs  in  prospect,  while  above  last  year's 
small  crop.  Is  less  than  any  crop  from  19^9  to  1952.  It  is  not  a  very 
large  crop  in  relation  to  the  consuming  population. 


Prices  for  Cattle  May 

Average  a  Little  Higher  in  195^ 


The  prospective  leveling  out  and  small  decrease  in  beef  output 
following  2  years  of  fast  increase  promises  more  stability  in  cattle  prices 
in  195^.    Prices  will  likely  average  no  lower  than  in  1953        may  be 
higher.    However,  price  gains  will  be  modest.    Prices  will  not  return  to 
their  levels  of  1951-52. 
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Caitl^;  being  fed  this  winter  vent  into  feedlots  later  and  at  lighter 
weights  than  last  season.    Consequently,  following  the  rather  fim  market 
for  top  grade  steers  expected  this  winter,  a  delayed  seasonal  price  decline 
may  occur  when  these  late  placements  are  marketed  in  the  spring.-  The 
prospects  are  good,  however,  that  prices  will  not  drop  as  low  ais  last 
spring . 

Prices  for  stock  cattle  to  go  on  grass  will  probably  rise  seasonally 
in  late  winter  and  early  spring.    The  spread  between  prices  of  top  and  low 
grades,  which  will  be  wide  until  that  time,  will  then  be  narrowed  consider- 
ably . 

As  the  cow  herd  and  the  annual  calf  crop  continue  large,  a.  big  sup- 
ply of  grass  cattle  for  feeding  and  slaughter  will  again  be  available  in 
the  fall.    And  prices  may  again  be  rather  low  relative  to  the  price  of  top 
grade  fed  cattle.    However,  if  prices  of  fed  cattle  prove  fairly  strong,  as 
expected,  and  feeders  realize  average  or  better  profits,  demand  for  feeder 
cattle  will  be  strengthened  to  some  degree.    Prices  for  feeder  cattle  and 
other  grass  cattle  irould  be  somewhat  higher  than  this  past  fall.  Particu- 
larly would  fhere  be  fewer  instance^  of  severely  depressed  prices  than  were 
reported  the  past  year.'""  ""  ■     •  '  .  . 

Prices  for  Xambs  also.  May  ' 

Improve  Slightly;  Prices  for  '  . 

Eogs  to  Declihe  in  Fall  '  ''"'^  • 

Prices  for  lambs,  reflecting  the  moderate  recovery  in  cattle  prices, 
seem  likely  to  average  at  least  as  hi^h'  as  in  1953  and  may  at  times  exceed 
1553  Prices. 

Prices  for  hogs  are  expected  to  continue  at  close  to  present  levels 
until  late  svucmer.    At  that  time  a  seasonal  decline  \n.ll  begin,  and  the  re- 
duction will  likely  be  greater  than  usual  because  the  rate  of  hog  slaughter 
will  have  risen  above  the  corresponding.-1953  rate.    Hog  prices  next  fall  will 
probably  be  lower  than  this  past  fall.    Hovjever,  -since  the  increase  in  pigs 
saved  will  not  be  very  large,  price  chaaiges-  from  1953  will  not  be  exception- 
ally great.  Hog  prices  next  fall  are  expected  to  remain  favorable  to  producers. 

Beef  P-orchases  by  USDA  Total  a-  :i   .:•        ...  . -.  . 

250  Million  Pounds  •..■■»:^  --•  •  ::--v;-c;-:^{  ;.- 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  halted  buying  beef  for  domestic  distri- 
bution under  Section  32  programs  on  December  I6,  advising  processors  to 
discontinue  submitting  bids  until  further  notice.    However,  the  Department 
will  continue  to  buy  beef  tor  the  Foreign  Operations -Administration  whenever 
requests  are  received,    ■  .  . 

Total  contracts  for  1953,  -both  Section  32  purchases  and  for  export, 
vere  slightly  less  than  250  million  pooinds.    About  three-fourths  was  in  the 
form  of  canned  beef  and  gravy,  as  may  be  noted  from  the  following  summary 
data: 
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,    ■  : .  :  Total  1933  copl/racts 

,  .   ,  .      v        ^  ^ H -.  -  ,.    ;  .         (pounds!       [     ■  ] 

.-.  Carmed  lpeef  «in(3  gravy  ^  •  or-.  r;  ;•'.':•' 

,  . ,  (utility  grade,  or  lo^er )  :  ,  ,  :r-    -  I83 , 38? ,000 

Hamburger 

, .  (Conanercial ;  @:ade  .cm*  better).   .  ,         .  >7 >  3^9, OOQ . 

.   CarcasS:  beef  r  3,-.W€^y -(Good  grade)  •   1,2^^7, OQ(>:v  . 

Carcass  beef,  frozen  (Utility 

grade  or  better*^'  .,  •..  -  .  .  17,^+86,000 

.Total, -.;  ,  .  '  '  ••        ...  2^1^,  1^69,000  . 

.  ^    ,,  •  V  Of  the  total  contracts,  about  30, 000, ck)0.  pounds  jare  for  shipme.nt 
a-broad  under  financing  by  1j)ie  Foreign  Operation^  j/^^ministration  and 
220,000 ,000  pounds  were  purchased  under  Sect,ioji„3.2:  fund Ss  with  delivery  to 
the  school  lunch  program  and  other  eligible  institutional  outlets. 

The  beef  pxir chases  diverted  from  normal  channe3,iB  the  equivalent,  of 
about  865,000  lower  grade  cattle  (mostly  o^ws ).,  ,  This  number;,  of  cows- would 
about  equal  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cowb;  slaughtered  under  federal 
inspection  this  past  fall  over  the  previous  fall. 

Although  .delivery  dates  for  beef  contracts  extend  throu^'  March 
195^,  almost  all  the  beef  contracted  for  must  have  been  produced,  or  cattle  * 
must  have  been  purchased,  by  December  15.    Henc:d  the  price  benefit  from 
the  program  was  largely  confined  to  the  fall  season  when  marketings  of 
cattle,  particularly  of  the  middle  and  lower  grades,  are  largest. 

Some  of  the  pri(Je  effiect  may  nevertheless  carry  over  until  winter 
because  the  government  'program  probably  caused  some  packers  to  postpone 
their  own  accumulation  of  storage  stocks  of  beef  until  after  the  government- 
purchase  period .    This- delayed  private  demand  may  bolster  somewhat  the 
winter  market  for  middle  to  lower  grade  cattle,- 

New  Names  for  Federal  Grades 

of  Barrows  and  GiltslJnder  .  ■  .   •  . 

Consideration 

,  The  Department. of  Agriculture  announced  December  3J.  that  it  Is  con- 
sidering a  proposal  <by  a  Swine  Industry  Committee  to  change  the  names  of 
the  grades  for  slaughter .  (live)  and  carcass  barrows  and  gilts.'    The  Committee 
proposes  changing  the  three  Choice  designations  of  Choice  "No.  1, -Choice - 
No.  2,  and  Choice  No.  3,  to  Meat,  Good,  and  Overfat  respectively.    No  change 
would  be  made  in  names  'Of  the  Medium  and  Cull  grades.    A  period  of  60  days 
ending -February  15  has  b>een  allowed  to  provide  interested  parties  ah  oppor- 
tunity to  express  their  views  concerning  the'  prc^osal. 
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Drought  Aid  Program-  " 

Continues  •  ■     ■■  ' 

Special  drought  aid  continues  in  a -number  of  counties  where  dry 
weather  held  dovm  fall  and  winter  grazing  and  required  early  feeding  of 
hay  which  reduced  the  supply  for  the  winter.    As  of  Decemher  28,  69I  coiin- 
ties  had  "been  certified  to  receive  feed  at  reduced  prices.    Of  these 
669  were  drought  counties  but  22  were  flood  disaster  counties  in  Florida. 
To  eligible  producers  in  these  counties  corn  is  available  from  the  Ccnmodity 
Credit  Corporation  at  $1,00  per  bushel  and  wheat  at  $1.10  per  bushel. 
Cottonseed  cake,  pellets  and  meal  had  been  provided  at  $35.00  per  ton-and 
oats  at  $0.50  per  bushel  but  supplies  have  been  depleted. 

The  Department  has  entered  into  cooperative  agreements  with  12 
States  for  emergency  distribution  of  hay.    The  Department  contributed  half 
the  cost  of  shipping  the  hay  up  to  $10,00  per  ton.    The  railroads  have 
remitted  the  other  half  of  the  cost,  having  agreed  to  a  50  percent  reduc- 
tion in  rates  to  disaster  areas.    This  reduction  was  due  to  end  December  31 
but  there  was  a  possibility  of  a  further  extension. 

Prices  of  Cattle  and  Beef  have    ■•  '  •  ' 

Followed  Similar  Courses,  with  No 

Marked  Changes  in  Margins,  .  . 

Special  Study  Finds 

"Retail  prices  of  beef  have  generally  reflected  the  declining  prices 
for  live  cattle  in  1952  and  1953 «    Prices  of  retail  beef,  wholesale  beef 
carcasses,  and  live  cattle  generally  follovred  parallel  trends.  '    These  were 
findings  reported  in  late  December  by  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service 
following  a  special  study.  1/ 

The  report  noted  that  prices  of  lower  grade  cattle  have  declined 
more  than  prices  of  highly  finished  cattle,  thus  causing  a  widening  price 
differential  between  grades.  ■  Questions  were  raised,  the  report  said,  "as 
to  whether  the  extremely  wide  differences  between  grades  at  the  farm  level 
are  reflected  in  beef  prices  at  the  retail  counter." 

Much  of  the  large  increase  in  cattle  slaughter  the  last  two  years 
has  consisted  of  relatively  unfinished  lower  grade  young  stock  and,  more 
recently,  of  surplus  cows,  it  was  explained.    As  more  of  these  cattle  come  on 
the  market,''  o».  the  marketing  system  must  be  adjusted  to  absorb  the  heavier 
supplies  of  low-grade  meat*-,-    Retail  stores  have  difficulty  in  shifting  their 
customers  from  one  grade  of  meat  to  another^,:,    These  rigidities,.,,  may  have 
contributed  initially  to  the  difficulty  of  producers  in  obtaining  satis- 
factory prices  for  low-grade  cattle  since  July  1952, 

While  thus  ascribing  the  depressed  prices  for  lower  grade  cattle  to 
the  disproportionate  increase  in  their  supply  .meeting  a  rather  rigid  demand, 
the  report  did  reveal  some  instances  of  a  slight  widening  of  margins  from 
their  generally  narrow  point  in  I95I  under  OPS  controls.    The  total  farm-to- 
retail  margin  for  Choice  beef  rose  to  a  high  in  1952,  then  declined  in  1953* 
Wholesale-to-retail  margins  in  chain  stores  for  the  same  grade  widened 
slightly  after  I95I  but  did  not  regain  the  level  they  held  in  the  last  two 

1/  Marketing  Margins  for  Beef.    I^DA,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service, 
December  1953. 
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quarters  of  1950.    The  study  gave  special  attention  to  wholesale -to -retail 
margins  for  lower  grades  of  beef  in  October  1953 •    These  margins,  averaged 
a  little  wider  than  those  for  Choice  grade  in  chain  stores.    The  wider 
average  was  contributed  by ^^idor  mar gins  taken  in  some  low-volume  stores. 
In  stores  having  a  large  volume,  margins  for  lower  grade  beef  compared  . 
favorably  with  margins  for  Choice  grade  iti  chain  stores , 

In  marketing  cattle,  scattered  ex^mrples  were  found  of  very,  depressed 
prices  for  some  of  the  lower  grade  cattle  sold  in  the  local  livestock  -mar- 
kets.   But  this,  like  individual  cases  of  wide -margins  on  lower  grade  beef , 
"...was  not  the  usual  situation,"         .        •  .  ,■ 

The  report  pointed  out  that  even  though  margins  tend  to  remain  con- 
stant over  a  short,  period,  they  become  a  larger  percentage  of  the  retail 
price  when  prices  have  declined.  ".. 

LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS  AND'  MEAT  SUPPLIES  IN  RELATION  ' 

TO  POPULATION,  1899-1953  l/  '   ■•'  ■  • 

A  fundamental  measure  of  the  size  of  the  current  meat  supply  is  af- 
forded by  comparing  it  with  the  size  of  the  population.    The  cover  chart 
illustrates  supply -and -population  trends  for  beef  and  veal  and  table  5  pro- 
vides data  from  1899  to  date  for  all  meat  animals.    The  table  revises  a 
similar  table  in  this  Situation  for  May- June  1952,  page  12, 

Numbers  of  cattle  and' calves  on  farms,  while  trending  upward  in  their 
characteristic  cyclical  course,  have,  not  kept  pace  with  population.  In- 
creases in  annual  beef  and  veal  output  have  more  nearly  ;equale.d  population 
growth,  since  more  beef  is  now  produced  each  year  relative  to  numbers  of 
cattle  on  farms  than  several  decades  ago.    Output  of  beef  and  veal  caught 
up  with  population  in  the  early  19^0 's,  dropped  back  in  19^+8-51,  then  re- 
covered rapidly  in  1952-53,  .  Output-  in  1953  not  only  reached  the  population 
trend  but  -surpassed  it ,    Motet,  of  the  price,  declines  for  beef  and  cattlLe^  can 
be  explained  by  this  changed  relationship  of.  beef  production  -to  population. 

Pork  production  has  trended  upward  at  about  the  same  rate  as  popula- 
tion.   However,  pork  production  per  person  has  seldom  attained  the  high 
level  of  the  early  1900 's,  when  large  quantities  of  pork  were  exported  each 
year.    And  in  1953^  after  pig  crops  had  been  cut  back  sharply, :  pork  produc- 
tion per  person  dropped  to  its  lowest  point  since  1938.,  The  number  of  hogs 
raised  is  now  increasing  and  pork  supplies  will  be  expanded,  but-  consumer 
preference  has  slipped  away  froni  fat  cuts  of  ,pork  to  a  sufficient  extent 
that  pork  production  may  not  be  quite  as  high  relative  to  population  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past, 

Production  of  lamb  and  mutton  the  last  few  years  has  been  the  smallest 
Bince  the  early  1920 's.    Production  per  person,  at  3-J' to.      pounds,  is  lower 
than  ever  before  on  record.    It  is  hard  to  know  just  what"  trend  sheep  pro- 
duction will  follow,  but  it  is  unlikely  that  the  annual  output  of  lamb  will 
ever  come  close  to  its  onetime  large  volume , 

1/  A  fuller  review  of  trend's  for  cattle,  together  with  other  information, 
is  available  in  a  talk  "Prospects  for  Cattle  Production  and  Prices"  by 
Harold  F.  Breimyer,  which  can  be  obtained  on  request  to  the  Economic  Infor- 
Biatlorl  Branch,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  Washington  25,  D,  C, 
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DECo  1953-JAN.  1954 


-  16  - 


Index  to  1953  issues 

Cattle  and  calves: 

Beef  steer-corn  price  ratio-~Augo-Sept. 
Cash  and  gross  receipts-- Jan.-Feb. 

Cycles  in  cattle — the  present  cycle  reappraised— Mar. -Apr. 
Feeding: 

Costs  and  retums—Aug.-Sept. 

Number  on  feed— Jan. -Feb.  ; 

Outlook"-Aug. -Sept , ,  Oct , -Nov. 

Price  margins  in  feeding— Aug. -Sept, 
Foreign  trade— Mar. -Apr. 
Livev;eight  of  marketings— Jan. -Feb. 
Liveweight  of  slaughter,  per  head— Jan. -Feb. 
Number  on  farms  Jan.  1: 

By  class  and  region— Jan. -Feb,  Oct. -Nov. 

In  relation  to  population — Dec-Jano 

Rank  of  States  in  number  and  production — Mar. -Apr. 
Outlook— Oct .  -Nov. 

Prices  for  selected  classes— Jan. -Feb. ,  Aug„-.' ept„  ,Oct.-NoVc 
Prices  received  by  farmers  and  parity— Jan. -Feb. ,  Oct. -Nov. 
Receipts  of  stockers  and  feeders,  8  Corn  Belt  States— Jan. -Feb. 
Slaughter — Jan, -Feb : 
By  region-"May"July 

Under  Federal  inspection,  by  class— May-July, 
Oct. -Nov-,  Dec. -Jan. 
World  Nximbers— Ilarch-April 

Feed; 

Beef  steer-corn  price  ratio— Aug, -Sept. 

Hog-com  price  ratio.  United  ^tates  and  Chicago — Jan. -Feb, 

JfeLr«-Apr.,  Oct.-Novo 
Outlook— Oct . -Nov, 

Hogs: 

Cash  and  gross  receipts — Jan. -Feb. 

Hog-com  price  ratio— Jan. -Feb,  Mar»-Apr. ,  Oct, -Nov. 

Liveweight  of  marketings— Jan, -Feb, 

Liveweight  of  slaughter,  per  head""Jan.-Feb. 

N\miber  on  farms  Jan,  1"~ Jan.  "-Feb. 

Number  of  srws  farrowing  and  pigs  saved— Jan. -Feb, ,  MayJulj'-, 
Oct , "Nov. ,  Dec , -Jan. 

Rank  of  States  in  oigs  saved  and  production— jMar. -Apr. 
Pigs  caved  in  relation  to  population— Dec, •=  Jan.. 
Out  look— ?ct , -Nov. 

Prices  for  selected  classes— Jan. -Feb. ,  Oct. -Nov. 
Price  received  by  farmers  and  parity—Jan. -Feb. 
Slaughter— Jan. -Feb, 
V.'orld  Numbers— Har,  -Apr, 

Vesicular  Exanth^agEi   Disease— Mar. -Apr. ,  May-July 


-  17  - 


Index  to  1953  issues 
(Continued) 

Meat^: 

Canned  neat  production  and  distribution— Mar. -Apr, , 
Consumption— Jan* -Feb, ,  Mar, -Apr.,  May- July,  Aug.-Sept., 
Octo-Nov. ,  Dec-^Jan. 

Demand  for  pork"  products— Hay-July 

Edible  offals,  production  and  distribution— May-July 

Foreign  trade  and  tariff-^Jan  -Feb.,  Mar. -Apr. 

Marketing  marr;ins— "Jan= -Feb. ,  Dec-Jan. 

Cut look""Oct . -Nov. 

Pork  cuts  and  live  hogs,  wholesale  price  and  value— May-July 

Prices  ^retail^-Jan. -Feb. 

Prices  ^wholesale--°Jan.-Feb. 

Production'— Jan. -Feb. ,  Mar. -Apr. ,  May- July, 

Aug- -Sept.,  Oct.-IIov, 
Purchases  by  Government—Mar  - -Apr. ,  Aug. -Sept., 
Oct. -Nov. ,  Dec. -Jan- 
Meat,  animals ; 

Cash  and  gross  receipts— Jan. -Feb. 
Drought  prograrr.s—Au'^o-Sept. ,  Dec, -Jan 
Foot  and  mouth  disease^-Maj^-Julj'' 
Grades  Jan. "Feb.,  DeCo='Jan. 
Number  on  fanns,  Jan,  1-" Jan. -Feb, 

In  relation  to  population-"Dec,-Janc 
OPS  regulations" -Jan.  "i'^eb. 
Prices  for  selected  classes— Jan„ -Feb. 
Price  received  by  fariners— Jan. -Feb» ,  May-July 
Slaughter—Jan  -Feb. ,  r-.a;Wuly,  Oct. -Nov. 

Sheep  and^  I^^.: 

Cash  and  gross  receipts— Jan. -Feb, 
Feeding: 

Costs  and  returns— Mar-Apr. 

Number  on  feed— Jan. -Feb. 
Lamb  crop— Aug, -Sept. ,  Oct, -Nov, 
Mohair  production  and  valued-Mar. -Apr. 
Livevieight  of  marketings— Jan. -Feb. 
Liveweight  of  slaughter,  per  head— =  Jan. -Feb„ 
Numbers  on  farms,  Jan.l: 

By  class  and  region— Jan. -Feb, ,  Oct. -Nov. 

In  relation  to  population—'Dec.-Jan. 

Rank  of  States  in  niimber  and  production— Mar. -Apr. 
Outlook— Oct .  -Nov. 

Prices  for  selected  classes— Jan. -Feb. ,  Oct, -Nov. 
Price  received  by  farmers  and  parity— Jan. -Feb c 
Receipts  stocker  and  feeder  8  Corn  Belt  States— Jan. -Feb. 
Slaughter — -Jan .  -Feb . 

Uool  production,  price  and  income— Mar, -Apr. ,  Aug.-Sept. 
VJorld  Numbers~"Mar ,  -Apr, 


DBC.  1953-JAH.  195'* 


-  18  - 

Seleotod  Prloo  Statistlos  for  Ueat  Aniia&lB  l/ 


Item  Unit 


Cattlo  end  oalvee  .  : 

Beof  steors,  slaughter' 2/  ^  :Doll'ars  per 

Chloago ,  Prime  .:  100  pounds 

Choiae  »  i       do.  - 

Good  ........  o  a .  >   s  do. 

Coranercial  i...  do. 

Utility  .....s.  do. 

All  grades  »..<>......  do. 

Omaha,  all  grades  ,  't  'do. 

Sioiuc  City,  all  grades   do. 

Cows,  Chioago  Zj  i 
Commeroial  ........ootoo............... ...... 

Utility   s 

Casner  end  Cutter  

Veelors, Choice  aiid  Fi'ime,  cKicago  .s 

Stooker  and  feeder  steers,  Kansas  City  ........> 

Price  received  by  farmers  s 

Beef  cattle  ,  : 

Veal  calves  .'.  i 

I 

Hogs  t 
Barrows  and  gilta  t 
Chicago  J 

160-180  pounds  : 

180-200  pounds  t 

200-220  pounds  i 

220-240  pounds  .: 

240-270  pounds  i 

270-300  pounds  t 

All  weights  

Eight  markets  ^/  •  : 

Sows ,  Chioago  t 

Price  received  by  farmers   t 

Hog-corn  price  ratio  ^  » 

Chioago,  barrows  and  gilts  

Price  received  by  farmers,  all  hogs  t 

s 

Sheep  and  lambs  t 
Sheep 

Slaughter  ewes.  Good  and  Choioa,  Chioago 

Prloe  received  by  farmers  ,  t 

Iambs  t 

Slaughter,  Choice  und  Prime,  Chicago  *  % 

Feeding,  Good  and  Choice,  Omaha   : 

Price  received  by  farmsrs  »  : 

All  meat  animals  i 
Index  number  price  received  by  farmers  : 

(1910-14-100)  I 

> 

Heat  t 

Wholesale,  Chioago  :Dollar8  per 

Steer  beef  carcass.  Choice,  600-600  pounds  3/:100  pounds 

do. 

Dollars 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Cents 
per  pound 
do. 


Lamb  oaroass, choice.  Uu-5'J  pounds, .V.  j 
Composite  hog  products,  including  lard  : 

72.84  pounds  fresh  : 

Average  per  100  pounds   .....t 

71,32  pounds  fresh  and  cured  \ 

Average  per  100  pounds   i 

Retail,  United  States  average  i 

3eet.  Choice  gradei  •  « 

Pork,  excluding  lard  

Index  number  meat  prices  (BLS)  t 

Whole_9ale  (1947-49-100)  ^ . .  ' 

1/  Annual  data  for  most  series  published  in  Statistical  Appendix  to  this  Situatl 
Zi  Graide  names  as  used  beginning  January  1951. 
1/  Average  excludes  Se_ptember  and  October,  no  orlce  quoted. 

kl  Chicago,  St.  Louis  II.  S,  Y.,  Kansas *City,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  S.  St.  Paul  and  Indianapolis. 

Number  bushels  of  corn  eciuivalent  In  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hcga. 
6/  Prices  for  July- November. 

2/  Prices  for  January-March  and  July-November. 


Jan. -Nov. 


1952   s   1953  ' 


35.58 
33.55 
30,49 
27.10 
23. 72 
32.. "32 
31.35 
31.i^7 


26.64 
24.32 
21.59 
18.30 
15.2a 
23.74 
22.18 
22.26 


do. 

J  22.29 

14.10 

do. 

»  19.99 

12.60 

do. 

t  17.19 

10.81 

do. 

:  34.90 

25.22 

do. 

t  27.72 

18. i5 

do. 

t  25.36 

16.90 

do. 

«  27.77 

18.31 

do. 

1 

»  18.60 

21.63 

do. 

t  19.42 

22.71 

do. 

«  19.53 

?.Z  ."84 

do. 

«  19.36 

22.31 

do. 

J  19.01 

22.64 

do. 

«  18.53 

Jl/22.12 

do. 

s  19.02 

22.62 

do. 

J  18.85 

22.49 

do. 

s  16.62 

20.01 

do. 

I  18.22 

21.52 

do. 

%  10.7 

.  14.4 

do. 

«  11.0 

l'+.9 

do. 

«  10.75 

7.20 

do. 

1  10.94 

7.26 

do. 

*  27.88 

do. 

Z/18.41 

do. 

«  25.17 

19.97 

364 


54.32 
56.16 

20.57 
28.24 
24.17 

33.39 

89.6 

1*9.5 
111.2 


299 


39.79 
45.07 

23.69 
32.52 
27.39 
38.40 

69.7 

$U.l 
92.1i 


Bov. 

1952 


34.49 
3?.  20 
28.08 
23.03 
18. 63 
31.37 
29.32 
30.36 

16.<)9 
14.68 
12.38 
31.40 
22.31 


am. 


Oct. 


I  Nov. 
i 


Dec. 


,28.02 
25.63 
21.66 
16.70 
13.15 
25.35 
23.20 

23.99 

12.55 
19.82 
■  8.95 
22.45 
15.74 


27.96 
25.03 
21.07 
16.87 
13.34 
24.83 
22.81 
^3.05 

12.04 
10.34 
;  8.54 
22.10 
17.56 


20.30 

14.7a 

14.70 

21.50 

14.30 

15.00 

16.76 

20.63 

20.52 

17.18 

21.51 

21.16 

17.19 

21.62 

21.16 

17.12 

21.65 

21.14 

17 . 01 

21.64 

21,07 

16.84 

"""" 

21 .48 

17.02 

21 .69 

21.13 

16,82 

21.63 

21.03 

15.49 

20.34 

13.95 

16.60 

21.30 

20.00 

10.8 

14.7 

li.4 

15.9 

15.0 

7.00 

5.42 

6.09 

7.16 

6.01 

6.28 

22.75 

19.97 

20,13 

20.50 

16.41 

18.22 

20.80 

16.60 

17.20 

310 

273 

267 

52.40 

40.84 

40.62 

43.07 

40.08 

41.42 

18.64 

22.82 

22.24 

25.59 

31.33 

30.53 

22.30 

27.32 

25.95 

31.27 

38.31 

36.39 

87.1, 

70.6 

68.7 

lj8.6 

55.7 

51.6 

101.5 

86.9 

8U.3 

tion,  January-February,  1953. 
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Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  aninfils  and  meats  l/ 


Item 


Unit 


Janiia3>v-0etocer 


1952 


1953 


Oct. 
1952 


Sept, 


1953 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Meat  animal  Marketings 

Index  number  (1S35-39=1D0) 


Stocker  and  feeder  shipments  to  : 

y  Com  Beit  States  :  1,000 

Cattle  and  calves   head 

Sheep  and  laris    do. 

Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  : 
Number  slaughtered  : 

Cattle    do. 

Calves  ....<  •  do. 

Sheep  ajid  lambs   :  do. 

Hogs   :  <^0' 

Percentage  sows  :Percent 

Average  live  weight  per  head  : 

Cattle   : Pounds 

Calves  :  <io. 

Sheep  and  lanibs  :  do. 

Hogs   :  do. 

Average  production  '• 

Beef,  per  head  :  do. 

Veal  J  per  head  :  do. 

Lamb  and  jTSjtt'on,  per  head  ;  do. 

Pork,  per  head  _2/  :  do. 

Pork,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  Z/:  do. 

Lard,  per  head  :  do. 

Lard,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  ..:  do. 
Total  production  tllillion 

Beef  pounds 

Veal   :  do. 

Lamb  and  mutton  :  do. 

Pork  2/  :  do. 

Lard  


do. 


Total  conmercial  slaughter  Z/ 
lumber  slaughtered 


Sheep  and  lambs 

Hogs  

Total  production 
Beef  


Pork  2/ 


Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month  h/  : 

Beef   :  do. 

Veal   :  do. 

Lamb  and  mutton  .:  do. 

Pork  :  do . 

Total  meat  end  meat  products    S/  :  do. 


152 


3,186 
3,108 


10,762 
U,26l 
10,J^07 
k9,k2Q 
11.7 

992 
220 
98 
2kk 

550 
12U 
k6 
135 
55 
36 
15 

5,887 
523 
1*77 
6,661 
1,783 


152 


2,602 
2,U30 


1U,368 
5,721 
11,897 
1*3,078 
11.0 

971 
227 
95 
239 

537 
127 
U5 
136 
57 
3U 
Ik 

7,687 
72k 
535 
5,838 
1,^5^ 


208 


1,117 

830 


1,390 
602 
1,'*27 
5,1*92 
8.3 

968 
2U8 
9h 
229 

520 
136 
kk 
130 
57 
32 
Ih 

720 
82 
62 
715 
176 


172 
12 

13 
291 


166 


l*U6 
5U7 


1,6U); 

687 
1,366 
1*,059 

9.7 

9U3 
2hd 
90 
225 

507 
136 
1*2 
131 
58 
29 
13 

832 
93 
57 
532 
117 


lUl 
13 

9 

266 


193 


773 
75l» 


1,782 
776 
1,529 
k,99k 
6.2 

91*8 
21*2 
92 
225 

502 
132 
1*3 
130 
58 
30 
13 

892 
102 

65 

61*8 
1U9 


■head 

11*,  663 

19,356 

1,868 
963 

2,21*0 
1,11*9 

2,38U 

■■  do. 

7,226 

9,575 

1,252 

:  do. 

11,1^51 

13,271 

1,573 

1,537 

1,721 

••  do. 

61,815 

53,861 

6,878 

5,080 

6,101 

Olillion 

^pounds 

7,712 

9,91*2 

933 

1,087 

1,11*5 

'•  do. 

875 

1,203 

128 

153 

163 

:  do,  : 

521 

596 

68 

65 

73 

:  do. 

8,205 

7,215 

891* 

661* 

791* 

:  do.  : 

2,092 

1,708 

208 

139 

171* 

ll*7 
13 
10 

201 


196 


6li3 
292 


1,609 
658 

1,159 
5,51*0 
5.1 

958 
229 
95 
23I; 

509 
125 
1^5 
131* 
57 
33 
11* 

816 
82 
52 
7M* 
180 


1/  Annual  data  for  rvost  series  published  in  Statistical  Appendix  to  this^ituation^ "january-Fetruary  1953. 

V 


1*60 


169 

15 
11 

181 


2/  Excludes  lard. 

z/  Federally  inspected,  and  other  wholesale  and  retail. 
hj  Deceaiber  1,  1953  cold  storage  stocks  are  as  follows : 
13;  pork,  266;  total  meat  and  meat  products,  6OI. 
2/  Includes  stocks  of  sausage  and  sausage  room  products,  canned  meats  and  canned  neat  products,  and  edible 
offals,  in  addition  to  the  four  lasats  listed. 


Beef,  206  million  pounds;  veal,  19;  lamb  and  mutton. 


( 


